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Bernardsville Police Chief Kevin Valentine announced today that the Bernardsville 

Police Department will be aggressively enforcing motor vehicle laws in areas used by  

pedestrians, in neighborhoods and where schools are located as part of a new traffic 

safety initiative.  This initiative coincides with the recent opening of schools in the 

Borough last week. 

 

Police Officers will be assigned to conduct increased traffic enforcement in response to 

citizen speeding complaints and ongoing pedestrian safety concerns often voiced in the 

Borough. Vehicle and pedestrian traffic continues to seemingly increase in the Borough 

according to Chief Kevin Valentine.  The Police Department attributes this increase to 

population growth in the Somerset Hills area, increased traffic congestion resulting from 

the current Rt. 202 closure and the local regional school district’s subscription busing 

policy as well as other factors.    

 

The current enforcement initiative will focus on motor vehicle offenses that have a direct 

impact on safety said Valentine. Violations such as speeding, cell phone use, careless 

driving, stop sign and crosswalk regulations will be aggressively enforced. As part of the 

initiative officers will be looking for violations while patrolling school areas such as 

Anderson Road, Seney Drive, Olcott Ave., and Mullens Lane in an effort to create a safer 

environment for student walkers this fall.  Police will also be in neighborhood areas 

where there tends to be increased traffic volume and speeding complaints. “Motorists 

violating these laws should expect that summonses will be issued in an attempt to make 

our school areas and neighborhoods safer for pedestrians”, said the Chief.   

 

In Bernardsville there are several contributing factors that such impact traffic concerns in 

Bernardsville. They include traffic from regional public schools and private schools, 

overflow and traffic diversion from Rt. 287, local road closures, ongoing area 

construction projects and the sheer volume of traffic that travels through Olcott Square 

during peak hours. The Police Department currently has nine school crossing guard posts 

to assist with pedestrian safety during school commuter hours.  While these guards can 

assist in crossing pedestrians, they have no authority to direct vehicular traffic or enforce 

traffic laws according to Chief Valentine.  

 

“Dealing with traffic safety issues can be challenging in smaller communities that have 

limited police resources” according to Chief Valentine.  Traffic is only one important 



responsibility that Police have to deal with on a daily basis. Many Police Departments 

have traffic safety units or school resource officers that can help address specific traffic 

safety issues. Bernardsville does not have these specialized units or staff resources 

available at this time. Even so, Chief Valentine is optimistic that more attention will be 

directed to traffic issues in light of recent staffing improvements in the Police 

Department.  

 

In addition to implementing this enforcement initiative, Police continue to work with 

local and school officials to improve overall traffic safety in the Borough. “We are 

continually looking for new ways to improve the safety of pedestrians and motorists in 

the Borough” said Chief Valentine.  “This enforcement initiative is an important part of 

the big picture and should help to make motorists more aware of their responsibility to 

continually drive with caution”. 
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